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Meet Your Church Family 
Evelyn Sheehy Richard, Church Member  

 

Editor: We asked our friend Evelyn Sheehy Richard 

to share a little about herself. 
 

I have been attending the First 

Congregational Church since I was 

a child – probably since the age of 

5. I became a member at the age of 

13. Rev. C. Shannon Morgan 

taught our class that year. At the 

end, we were asked if we wanted to 

join the church. We also received a Bible when we 

joined. I still have this Bible and read from it nightly. 

Rev. Morgan made studying the Bible fascinating.  

I was born on South Main Street in Pittsfield at 

Mrs. Giles’ home for mothers. I graduated from 

Pittsfield High School and Concord Hospital School 

for Nursing. I also graduated from Concord Hospital 

School for Nurse Anesthetists.  

  
 

 

 

   “Tip o’ the Hat” 
 

A “Tip o’ the Hat” to the Worship and 

Music Committee that strives to bring 

meaningful worship experiences to the 

church. A special thanks to the committee 

for arranging the recent visit of Mark Thallander, 

Glenda Winkle-Morrow and Kathy Haley for a 

marvelous concert and worship experience Sunday, 

August 28. Thank you! Ω 

Our Choirs Resume  ♫ 
 

Our Chancel Choir and JuBellation Handbell 

Choir rehearsals will begin again Thursday, 

September 15, 6:30 and 7:45 respectively. 

Anyone interested in becoming part of our lovely 

music ministry and joining either choir (or both) is 

encouraged to speak to Nella Hobson or Pastor 

Dave for more information. Ω 
 

Bible Study … Bev Murdough is 

planning a Bible Study on Wednesday 

evenings beginning September 21, 7-8:30 

p.m. in the Pilgrim Room. The study will focus on 

the book of Proverbs. If you are interested or would 

like more information, contact her at 776-8448. Ω 
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            Minister’s Minute  
 

For I am the Lord, your God, 

who takes hold of your right hand 

and says to you, “Do not fear; I will 
help you.” (Isaiah 41:13) 

 

Out of a broken heart after his 

wife and newly born son had both 

died, Thomas Dorsey cried to his 

Lord to lead him “through the storm, 
through the night.” In doing so, he created lines that 
have since ministered to others in an unusual way. 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand,” is a tender song, 

written by a black gospel musician in 1932. It has 

since been a favorite with Christians everywhere. 

Thomas A. Dorsey grew up in Georgia as a 

“preacher’s kid.” As he began to be successful as a 
composer of jazz and blues songs, however, he 

drifted away from God. After it seemed to him that 

he was miraculously spared in brushes with death, 

Dorsey came back to the Lord. As his life 

dramatically changed, he began to write gospel 

songs and to sing in church services. It was during a 

revival meeting in St. Louis, Mo., that he received a 

telegram telling the tragic news of his wife and 

infant son. Stunned and grief-stricken, Dorsey cried, 

“God, you aren’t worth a dime to me right now!” 

A few weeks later, however, as Dorsey fingered 

the keyboard of a piano, he created the lines of 

“Precious Lord” to fit a tune that was familiar to 
him. The following Sunday the choir of the Ebenezer 

Baptist Church in South Chicago, Ill., sang the new 

song with Dorsey playing the accompaniment. “It 
tore up the church!” 

God continued to lead Thomas Dorsey by the 

hand until he had written more than 250 gospel 

songs. He once stated: “My business is to try to bring 
people to Christ instead of leaving them where they 

are. I write for all of God’s people. All people are 
my people. What I share with people is love. I try to 

lift their spirits and let them know that God still 

loves them. He’s still saving, and He can still give 
that power.” 

 

****************************************** 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on,  

help me stand— 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 

thro’ the storm, thro’ the night,  
lead me on to the light— 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, 

linger near— 

when my life is almost gone. 

Hear my cry, hear my call, 

hold my hand lest I fall— 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

May the Lord God always be at your side. Ω 
 

I love being your minister, 
 

Rev. Dave  

The First Watch discussion group resumes on 

September 12, 7 p.m. at the Parsonage. Ω 

 

 

Sunday School, Small Talkers and Rally Day 
 

Sunday School will begin again Sunday, 

September 18. There are new lessons being planned 

that are sure to be exciting for our children. 

“Small Talk” during our worship services will 

also begin September 18. We know everyone—
young and old alike—enjoys that facet of our 

worship. If there is anyone who would like to join 

the “Small Talkers” and provide a teaching moment 
during worship, please speak to Margie Lank or 

Pastor Dave. There are many books and online 

resources available. Thank you. 

Rally Day marks the beginning of the school 

year on the 18th as well. Weather permitting, this 

year Rally Day will be held at the F. B. Argue 

Recreation/Town Pool area. We will have lifeguards 

on duty for any brave swimmers. The Sunday 

School will be providing hamburgers and hot dogs, 

buns and condiments and we will ask for pot-luck 

contributions from the congregation for salads, 

desserts, etc. There are two picnic pavilions with 

tables and benches, so set up is a bit easier. If rain is 

an issue, we will hold the activities at the church. 

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 

vestry for food contributions. Ω 
 

              New Church Bus 
 

   Take a peek at our new church bus. 

It has been lettered with the church 

information and even the sketch of 

the church! If you need a ride to 

church, contact Steve White at least 

the day before. Thanks, Steve, for all your work 

with the bus. Ω 
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I recently retired from my job 
as an R.N. night supervisor at 
Havenwood-Heritage Heights in 
Concord. Prior to that I ran an 
Emergency Room in Virginia and 
worked in critical care at Augusta 
Medical Center in Virginia. The 

most cherished part of my nursing career was as a 
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist for 27 years 
at Concord Hospital. It was an honor to be able to 
bring comfort to those facing surgery as well as to 
care for their physical needs while under anesthesia. 

I love being able to spend more time with my 
grandchildren, Dylan, 12 and Kayla, 7. I went to 
Walt Disney World in Florida in July with them 
when they danced at Disneyland. I love to read, 
bowl, sew and cook! My great love for animals has 
had me rescuing them all my life. 

One of the most rewarding experiences at church 
for me has been joining the handbell choir. 
Although I was a member of the Cherubim Choir, 
Junior Choir and Senior Choir under the direction of 
Marion (Tinker) Freese and Joan Riel, I never 
learned to read music. Nella has been very helpful 
and patient as I learned to play. We have such a 
good time with all the members supporting and 
encouraging each other. Lots of good laughs too! 

I am fortunate to have had many good role 
models in my life. My favorites will always be my 
mom and dad, Maddy and Joe Rogers. They taught 
me a love for God, trying to find the best in each 
person and working hard and sharing what you have 
with those less fortunate. 

Of course, everyone would love to see the church 
grow and incorporate more young families; that is a 
great goal. I am thankful to Pastor Dave for 
returning the church’s focus to serving our 
community as well as its members. I am hopeful 
that will continue. 

I am reading Ship of Ghosts by James D. 
Hornfischer. It is an incredible tale about the USS 

Houston (FDR’s favorite warship) and the survivors 
of her crew during the war in the Pacific. Everyone 
should read this true account of what our 
servicemen and women endured. Ω 

 
Our Building Fund continues to grow, thanks to 

your generosity. The fund thermometer at the rear 
of the church sanctuary now shows a level close to 
half of the goal of $45,000. Thank you! Ω 
 

The Dorcas Guild will resume its evening 
meetings Tuesday evening, September 13, at 6:30 

p.m. in the vestry. This is their “Pound Auction” 
night, so bring a wrapped item weighing about a 
pound and some change for bidding. You are also 
asked to bring an item for the Pittsfield Food 
Pantry. Hostesses are Freda Jones and Audrey 
Moore. All ladies are welcome! If you need 
transportation, contact Nella Hobson. Ω 
 

Quilt Raffle 
 

As you all know we as a church are raising funds 
for roof shingling and other maintenance projects 
that have become necessary. Susan Bleckmann has 
donated a handmade 64” x 74” quilt to be raffled 
with all proceeds going toward this effort. We had a 
successful day selling raffle tickets at Old Home 
Day and are continuing to sell tickets until 
September 20. Tickets will be on sale during 
Fellowship Hour each Sunday. The price is 1 ticket 
for $1 or 6 tickets for $5. Ω 

 

     History of the Church 
 

Larry Berkson has researched, written and 
published a two volume History of The First 

Congregational Church. The two-volume set is $35 
and can be purchased after church during 
Fellowship Hour or by contacting Susan 
Bleckmann. Ω 

 

The Pennies from Heaven ministry is 
currently collecting pennies or loose 
change for the Diaper Pantry and the 
Concord Coalition for the Homeless. 
If you know of other groups in town 
that could use some additional financial support, 
please let Ruth Strickhart know. Ω 
 

Pizza for Peace:  On July 31 we were 

favored by a special talk from Mr. Rik Yeames, the 
owner of Domino’s Pizza in Concord, about “A 
Piece of Pizza for Peace.”  

International Peace Day is observed annually on 
September 21 and is dedicated to a global ceasefire 
and nonviolence for world peace. The United 
Nations adopted it in 2001. 

Pizza shops are celebrating a one day pizza 
truce! They are giving back to the community and 
donating a portion of sales to support peace locally. 

In Pittsfield, Jack’s Pizza is on board with the 
effort. Consider “A Piece of Pizza for Peace” 
Wednesday, September 21. Ω 
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Nursery Update 
 

by Linda Towle 
 

Many in our congregation have expressed a 

concern that we need younger families worshipping 

in our church. I had a vision that by offering good 

nursery care, it would be a way to draw new 

families to be a part of worship. In April Jamie 

Koladish and I met to discuss the prospect. She 

explained to me her vision of how we could make 

the nursery more welcoming. 

Jaime worked up a list of the steps we needed to 

take to reach our goal. At the end of April, Jaime 

became a mother again when Oliver was born. She 

was unable to help as her priority was to stay home 

with her three wonderful children. This is when I 

stepped in to help. 

The first thing on our list was to repaint the 

nursery. I painted the walls a color called “Feather 
Gray.” Next, I repainted all the woodwork, mantel, 

closets, and the double doors leading to the vestry 

with “Chantilly Lace.” One closet door was 

removed and the bookshelves were exposed to 

display children’s books. Shelving was also put in 

place to display children’s toys along the wall.  

 

We also made additional space by removing the 

T.V. and the wicker settee. I refurbished an existing 

white wicker rocker, purchased some shelving from  

a local lumber store and a white glider rocker from 

a consignment shop. In addition, I donated a pack’n 

play and a ride-on elephant toy, while Jaime 

donated the curtains and the tie-backs, clock, and 

also a scriptural decal for the wall. The last project 

still to be completed is to repaint the non-working 

fireplace. 

When everything is completed, our final goals 

will be: 
 

1. Organize volunteers to help in the nursery 

(requesting that they first fill out a background 

check form). 

2. Advertise in the Suncook Valley Sun and 

hold an Open House (as well as possibly put out 

fliers). 

3. Display informational brochures explaining 

nursery expectations. 
 

We are very appreciative for the financial 

support given by the Dorcas Guild. We would also 

like to especially thank Chris Ward who helped 

hang the shelves, bulletin board, clock, etc. and 

Steve White for his contributions as well.  

Jamie and I have both very much enjoyed 

working together to improve the nursery. We invite 

you to take a look at your new church nursery. Ω 

 



      

                                 September 2016 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1   

 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
Worship Service 10 am  

Holy Communion 

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

Potluck 

5 
Labor Day 

6 
Infant & Toddler 

Diaper Pantry 9-11 am 

 

7 
Dorcas Guild work 

group 10-2, vestry 
 

 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

           11 
Patriot Day 

Grandparents’ Day 

Deacons’ Meeting 8:45 am 

Worship Service 10 am  

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

12 
First Watch 

Discussion Group   

7 pm – Parsonage 
 

 

13 
Men’s Breakfast 

8 am 
Parker’s Restaurant 

 

Dorcas Guild Meets – 

6:30 pm – vestry 
 

14 
Dorcas Guild work 

group 10-2, vestry 
 

 

15 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:45 pm, vestry 

16 
National POW/MIA 

Recognition Day 

 

17 
 

 

18 

Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:50 am 

Rally Day 

F. B. Argue Recreation 

Area – 35 Clark Street, 

Pittsfield 

19 
First Watch 

Discussion Group   

7 pm – Parsonage 
 

 

20 
 

Infant & Toddler 

Diaper Pantry 9-11 am  
 

Trustees’ Meeting 6 pm 

Quilt Raffle Ends 

21 
International Day of 

Peace  

“A Piece of Pizza for 

Peace!” 
 

Dorcas Guild work 

group 10-2, vestry 
 

Bible Study 7-8:30 pm 

22 
Fall begins 

Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:45 pm, sanctuary 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:50 am 

JuBellation plays 

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

26 
First Watch 

Discussion Group   

7 pm – Parsonage 

 

27 
Last day for Pittsfield 

Pilgrim news -- forward 

to Nella Hobson 

28 
Dorcas Guild work 

group 10-2, vestry 
 

Bible Study 7-8:30 pm 

29 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:45 pm, vestry 
 

30  

 



JOIN THE FUN @

Sept. 18th 2016
B e g i n n i n g

Sunday School

SUNDAYS | 10-11 A.M.

First Congregational Church

SUNDAY FUN DAY!!

S C R I P T U R E   B A S E D   L E S S O N S   W I T H   A N I M A T E D

C H A R A C T E R S   A N D   E N G A G I N G   A C T I V I T I E S ,   T O   H E L P

K I D S   R E L A T E   T H E   B I B L E   T O   T H E I R   D A I L Y   L I V E S .

24 Main Street, Pittsfield, NH 03263

Questions? 603-435-7471
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