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Editor: We asked our friend Dawn Brown to share a 

little about herself. 
 

I grew up in a small town in 

Limestone, New York, on the 

Pennsylvania border. 

Growing up in a family with 

nine children, I was the third of 

seven girls. I lost two sisters to 

cancer and two brothers. Early on 

I attended a small Methodist church. 

In 1987 I joined the Methodist Church in 

Chichester, when Pastor Tom Mabie was there. I read 

through the Bible from Genesis to Revelations every 

year after that. I worked in prison ministry with 

Pastor Tom, as well as leading Bible study at homes 

through Stonecroft Ministries with June Valentyn. 

When Bob and I were married, we joined the 

Baptist church and were both baptized by “going 
under” for Jesus.  

 
               

 

 

 

“Tip o’ the Hat” 
 

Many thanks and a “tip o’ the hat” to 
Kathy and Don Bergeron for hosting a 

great Rally Day. Thank you! Ω  

 

“Small Talkers” and Liturgists  
 

We know everyone enjoys the “Small Talk” 
facet of our worship – children and adults alike. If 

there is anyone who would like to join the “Small 

Talkers” and provide a teaching moment during 
worship, please speak to Margie Lank or Pastor 

Dave. The more volunteers we have, the fewer 

times you will need to provide a talk. Margie Lank 

is heading up the scheduling, and can provide the 

material you’ll need for the talks, and you can just 

read it.  

Since our summer liturgist program was so 

successful, we are continuing the program. If you 

are interested in becoming a part of worship by 

assisting with the Call to Worship and Invocation, 

please contact Nella Hobson or Pastor Dave to 

select a Sunday through November. All materials 

are provided in advance. Please consider these 

opportunities to become involved in our worship 

service. Thank you! Ω 
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Minister’s Minute 
 

It’s hard to believe that we have 

already entered the temperate season 

that we call “autumn.” Some people 

prefer to call it “fall” but regardless 

if you call the season autumn or fall 

it is the time of year when we 

celebrate the holidays of Labor Day, 

Grandparents Day, Patriot Day, 

Autumn Equinox, Columbus Day, Halloween, 

Veterans Day, Remembrance Day, and 

Thanksgiving. 

During the fall, in response to colder temperatures 

and less light, leaves stop producing chlorophyll, the 

green pigment that helps capture sunlight to power 

photosynthesis. As the green fades, the leave’s other 

pigments shine through, such as the oranges, yellows 

and reds. It truly is a beautiful time of the year. Of 

course there’s also apple picking and pumpkin 

carving along with making and eating the delicious 

pies of the season. 
The word “autumn” occurs only once in the 

Bible. In Jude 1:12, false teachers are compared to 

“autumn trees without fruit,” implying that autumn 

should be a fruitful season, the year’s most abundant.  

The seasons of nature come and go as do the 

seasons of life. How can we take advantage of the 

“autumn of life?” 
One way is to focus on the God who remains 

unchanged and unchanging. In Psalm 90 the psalmist 

writes, “LORD, You have been our dwelling place in 

all generations. Before the mountains were brought 

forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the 

world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are 

God.” 
There’s a lot of unwelcome change taking place 

in our world. Moral and societal changes bother us 

most when we turn on our television or glance at the 

newspapers and magazines. We’re painfully aware 

that our children and grandchildren are growing up 

in a world far different from the one we knew as 

children. 

And personal changes — children leaving home, 

the passing of dear friends, and the slow, steady 

decline in our vitality and health. But amid all the 

changes, one thing, one person, never changes — our 

eternal God. The hymn, “Abide with Me” speaks to 

that very fact: 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; Earth’s 

joys grow dim; its glories pass away; Change and 

decay in all around I see; O Thou who changest not, 

abide with me. - Henry F. Lyte 

Theologian, J. I. Packer points out that God does 

not change. His life is always the same. His 

character is always dependable. His truth, ways, and 

purposes do not change. His Son does not change. 

He’s the same yesterday, today, and forever 

(Hebrews 13:8). 

The world may fade, the stars may fall, the 

seasons may change, and winter may come. But the 

God who has been our help in ages past is our hope 

for years to come. In Him we have permanence, 

stability, joy unshakable, and life unending. 

We’ve all suffered setbacks along the way. But 

God promised, “I will restore to you the years that 

the swarming locust has eaten. . . . You shall eat in 

plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the 

LORD your God” (Joel 2:25-26). His divine 

forethought knew it all in advance, and He can be 

trusted with what has happened to us in years past. 

Our omniscient Savior knows the end from the 

beginning, and He will bless whatever is yielded to 

Him. Focus on His foreknowledge, providence, and 

sovereignty. 

The autumn of life is a great time to focus on 

God’s wonderful blessings — family, friends, 

strength, shelter, provision, guidance, care, fruitful 

ministry, opportunities to serve, more time to pray 

and study His Word, and eternal life still to come. 

May God bless your season of autumn, both in 

nature and life. Ω 
 

I love being your minister, 
 

Rev. Dave 
 Trustees’ Update 

 

“Volunteer Saturday” 
 

“Volunteer Saturday” —
has been rescheduled for 

this Saturday, October 7. 

This is a day for friends and members of the church 

to come together to perform light maintenance and 

repair projects around the church. We’ll be starting 

at 9:00 a.m. and plan to be wrapped up by noon just 

in time for some pizza and refreshments!  

As many have noticed the church’s clock tower 

has been dark for several months now. That is about 

to change. 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=nas&q=jude+1:12-12
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After Bob passed, I joined First 

Congregational Church as it had a 

bus service, making it possible for 

me to get to church.  

I have enjoyed our church’s 
people and its feel of a loving 

family, with everyone willing to help out. I also 

love Pastor Dave and his wife Linda. Ω 

 
Trustees — Continued from Page 2 

 

New LED light fixtures to replace the existing 

lights have been ordered and are scheduled to arrive 

any day now. The new lights should be in place, 

lighting the steeple, this fall. 

Speaking of light, the broken glass panels in the 

skylight at the front of the church have been 

replaced and the tarps covering the skylight 

removed allowing the morning sun to once again fill 

the sanctuary. Now for Phase 2: replacing the 

broken panes of glass in the ceiling just below the 

skylight. Because the interior work isn’t weather 
dependent, the work should go much faster. 

As the fourth quarter of 2017 begins, we will be 

working on next year’s proposed budget. The 
Stewardship Letter and Pledge Card are included in 

this newsletter. 

As always if you see something in need of repair 

that you think may have escaped our notice, please 

don’t hesitate to let any of the trustees know: 
Marilyn Thyng, Gloria O’Connor Biron, Susan 
Bleckmann, Chris Ward or Harry Vogt. Ω 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Grief Support and Video Series 
 

The Grief Support Group reconvened in 

September and continues each Tuesday at 11 a.m. in 

the pastor’s office.  
“Serious Answers to Hard Questions” is a 10-

part video series and Bible Study/Discussion group, 

which also began in September and continues 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Pilgrim 

Room.  

If you are interested in either the support group 

or video series or have questions, please speak to 

Rev. Dave. Ω 
 Diaper Pantry Update 
 

Greetings from the Diaper Pantry! We have been 

busy as we continue to assist many young families 

in our community. In September we welcomed 

three new families, and gave out a total of 194 sets 

of diapers, helping 88 families.  

We are so thankful and grateful that the Diaper 

Pantry has received a generous grant from the 

Globe Community Fund. This money will enable us 

to continue to help struggling young families. 

Thank you so very much to Globe Manufacturing 

for its generosity! 

We continue to be open the first and third 

Tuesdays of each month from 9-11 a.m. We 

currently are in need of size 4, 5 and 6 diapers, 

along with unscented wipes. Thank you so very 

much for your continued support for this mission. 

Together we are making a difference! 

For more information on the Diaper Pantry and 

how you might support it, please see Mary Jo 

Powelson. Ω 
 

 Rally Day was a huge success at the Bergerons’ 
home – the first day in five or six years that it didn’t 
rain! 

Thanks to the Bergerons for hosting the event 

and also to the parking attendants, grill master and 

to everyone who brought all that delicious food. 

Thanks also to the teachers and Margie Lank for the 

fabulous games, especially the balloons!  

Sunday School is now in full swing beginning at 

9:45 each Sunday. Ω 

Monthly Update of Income and Expenses 
 

Church income through the month of August:  
 

$91,066 

Church expenses through the month of August:  
 

$99,902 
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October 1, 2017

Dear Members and Friends,

The Board of Trustees wishes to thank you for all your financial support in the past. Your

generous donations have enabled us to keep our Church functioning, even with a tight budget.

Much like your own household there are ongoing expenses, plus there are two buildings to

support. These expenses include upkeep of the buildings, heating, water, sewer, insurance,

phone, internet, electricity and so on. With the running of the Church there are also employees

and the related costs. As with your household, these expenses continue to rise.

At this time we are asking you to seriously consider making a monetary pledge to support your

Church in 2018. This pledge will give us, your Board, the basis we need to determine the

Church's budget for the coming year. As in your household, you cannot plan a budget if you do

not know your income.

The past year has seen some unexpected and unbudgeted expenses and improvements. Many

of these have been covered by very generous donations earmarked for that purpose. We thank

those who stepped forward with these funds.

Your decision to pledge, and how much, must be an individual determination of your heart and

mind. We ask you to make this decision prayerfully. If it is possible to increase your weekly

pledge, even by a dollar, it will be helpful.

Your pledge card is printed on the reverse of this letter. Please fill it in, cut it out, and place it in

the collection plate or mail to the Church in care of George Towle. Collector,

0j£v(£rous>liA to Him- cmd do so wltJioi-tt a 0mdgut£} heart; the^ bee-au.se of

Bits the Lord \^OM £,od will bless MOW. iw, all wour worte a-^d lv\, gverwthti^ WOK

put wour hfli/td to: ixuteroi-vwaj ±5-.±o

Yours in Faith,

The Board of Trustees

Marilyn Thyng, Chairperson; Susan Bleckmann, Secretary; Gloria O'Connor-Biron, Assistant

Treasurer; Harry Vogt, Chris Ward. Ex-Officio members David Stasiak, Minister; Erica Anthony,

Treasurer.

The Rev. David Stasiak, Senior Minister

"He has told you... what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)



First Congregational Church
ofPittsfield,N.H.

2018 Pledge Card

Grateful for the many blessings received from God,
I/we desire to give back to God through the church
during the corning year:

General Operating Fund $ weekly

Building Fund $ monthly

Missions $ monthly

Date

Name(s)_

Address

Please place your completed pledge card in the
collection plate, or mail to: George Towte,
Collector, First Congregational Church, P.O. Box
188, Prttsfield, NH 03263
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Worship Service 10 am 

Holy Communion 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am – 

Potluck 

     2 
 

 

3 
Infant & Toddler 

Diaper Pantry 9-11 am 
 

Grief Support Group 

11 am – Pastor’s Office 

4 
Dorcas Guild work 
group 10-2, vestry 

 

 “Serious Answers to 
Hard Questions” video 

series – 6:30 p.m.  

5 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:00 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:50 pm, vestry 

6 
 

7 
“Volunteer 
Saturday” 

9 am – noon  

at the church 

  8 
 

Deacons’ Meeting 8:45 am 

Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

 

    Columbus Day     9 
 

10 
Men’s Breakfast 

8 am Parker’s Rest. 
 

Grief Support Group 

11 am – Pastor’s Office 
 

Dorcas Guild Meets – 
6:30 pm – vestry 

11 
Dorcas Guild work 
group 10-2, vestry 

 

“Serious Answers to 
Hard Questions” video 

series – 6:30 p.m.  

12 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:00 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:50 pm, vestry 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am-- 

Dorcas Guild hosts 

16 

 

17 
Infant & Toddler 

Diaper Pantry 9-11 am 
 

Grief Support Group 

11 am – Pastor’s Office 
 

Trustees’ Meeting 6 pm 

18 
Dorcas Guild work 
group 10-2, vestry 

 

“Serious Answers to 
Hard Questions” video 

series – 6:30 p.m.  

  19 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:00 pm 
 

NO JuBellation 

Rehearsal 

 

20 
  

 

21 

 

22 
Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

Worship & Music Team 

 Meeting 

23 
 

 

24 
Grief Support Group 

11 am – Pastor’s Office 

 

25 
Dorcas Guild work 
group 10-2, vestry 

 

“Serious Answers to 
Hard Questions” video 

series – 6:30 p.m.  

26 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:00 pm 
 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:50 pm, sanctuary 

27  

Last day for 

Pittsfield Pilgrim 

news -- forward to 

Nella Hobson 

28 

29 
Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

JuBellation plays 

30 Hallowe’en    31 
 

Grief Support Group 

11 am – Pastor’s Office 

    


