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Editor: We asked our friend Marilyn Kaukola to 

share a little about herself. 
 

I was born and raised in 

Braintree, Mass. and educated 

there through high school. I had 

one older brother, Jack, and Nancy 

White is my younger sister. I 

attended an Episcopal church with 

my mom.  

I met my future husband, Bob, and we married 

before he went into the Army and was stationed in 

Kentucky. After his military service, we moved back 

to Massachusetts, to Quincy, where I was a 

homemaker and mother to three daughters. Bob 

began an oil business, and we built a house in 

Hingham, Mass., where the girls were raised. We 

owned land in East Weymouth and when the MBTA 

came through, we no longer owned the land!  

In 1979, we moved to Pittsfield; my husband 

passed away in 2005 and in 2010, I moved to 

Heritage Heights in Concord. Therefore, I am very 

grateful for the church’s bus ministry. 
            

“Tip o’ the Hat” 
 

Many thanks and a “tip o’ the hat” to 
all those who volunteered to clean 

(inside and out), paint and polish on the 

church work day, October 7. Thank you! Ω  
 Dorcas Guild holds Christmas Fair  
 

Everyone is cordially invited to come out to the 

Dorcas Guild’s Christmas Fair and Bake Sale 

Saturday, November 18, from 9 to 2.  

There are many handcrafted things: kitchen 

items, aprons, mittens, hats, artwork, jewelry, toys 

and special gourmet and baked goods. Don’t forget 
the “Unique Boutique” for outstanding values and 
the “Silent Auction” for those special gifts. The 
auction will end when the fair ends at 2 p.m.  

Come to shop and stay for a low-cost corn 

chowder and sandwich lunch with homemade pies 

for dessert. Items will still be available Sunday, 

November 19, and hats and mittens available 

through December. Thanks for your support! Ω 

 

Mark your calendar for our Christmas 

Concert – “Christmas Jubilation” – 

Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. 
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When he was 7 years of age, his 

family was forced out of their home, 

and he went to work. When he was 

9, his mother died. He lost his job as 

a store clerk when he was 20. He 

wanted to go to law school, but he 

didn’t have the education. At age 23 

he went into debt to be a partner in a 

small store. Three years later the business partner 

died, and the resulting debt took years to repay. 

When he was 28, after courting a girl for four 

years, he asked her to marry him, and she turned him 

down. On his third try he was elected to Congress, at 

age 37, but then failed to be re-elected. His son died 

at 4 years of age. When this man was 45, he ran for 

the Senate and lost. At age 47 he ran for the vice-

presidency and lost. But at age 51 he was elected 

President of the United States. 

The man was Abraham Lincoln, a man who 

learned to face discouragement and move beyond it. 

Did you know that it was Abraham Lincoln who, in 

the midst of the Civil War, in 1863, established the 

annual celebration of Thanksgiving? Lincoln had 

learned how important it is to stop and thank God in 

the midst of great difficulties. 

We all have or will face challenges and 

difficulties in life. The key to rising above them is 

living life in a spirit of thanksgiving. Giving thanks 

when all is good is easy, or at least it should be but 

doing so when times are hard is another matter 

altogether. The apostle Paul admonished his friends 

in the church to give thanks in all circumstances. 

This is only possible when we surrender control to a 

God who is steadfast in love and faithfulness. As we 

gather around the Thanksgiving table this year with 

family and friends, let us count our blessings and 

remember to “Give thanks to the Lord for He is 

good. His steadfast love endures forever.” (Psalm 

136:1) Ω 
 

I love being your minister, 
 

Rev. Dave 

 Unity Service — Our church is hosting a 

community-wide Thanksgiving Eve service, 

Wednesday, November 22, 6:30 p.m. Consider 

joining your friends and neighbors to offer praise 

and give thanks. Special music provided by Linda 

Stasiak, soloist, and the JuBellation Handbell Choir. 

Everyone welcome. Ω 

Trustees’ Update 
 

The Trustees would like 

to thank everyone who 

helped on “Volunteer 

Saturday.” Over the course 

of the morning, brush was 

removed from the back of the church; the sanctuary 

lights, heating ducts and clock tower were cleaned; 

silver communion service pieces were polished; 

doors in the sanctuary were painted and storage 

areas cleaned of long abandoned equipment. Thanks 

to the many people who showed up; all of this was 

done in just three hours! 

The trustees will be starting to work on the 

church’s budget at their November meeting. Your 

pledges help us set the budget, so please fill out the 

pledge card included in the Pilgrim and return it to 

the church as soon as you are able. Pledge cards are 

also available at the back of the church. 

As always if you see something in need of repair 

that you think may have escaped our notice, please 

don’t hesitate to let any of the trustees know: 

Marilyn Thyng, Gloria O’Connor Biron, Susan 

Bleckmann, Chris Ward or Harry Vogt. Ω 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Monthly Update of Income and Expenses 

 

Church income through the month of September:  
 

$94,575 

Church expenses through the month of September:  
 

$105,971 

Removing brush and trash … 
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I began attending First 
Congregational with my sister and 
brother-in-law, Nancy and Steve 
White. I found this church to be a 
beautiful and friendly place, and I 
am very happy here. I enjoy Pastor 
Dave very much and especially like his visits and 
having lunch with him and my friends who also 
attend this church.  

My dad has always been a good role model for 
me and like many dads, he always seemed to have 
the right answers to my questions. He was a very 
healthy and hardy man – I don’t remember him ever 
being sick. 

After my husband finished with the oil business, 
he worked with cars. I helped him clean and prepare 
the cars for painting. We did a lot of traveling; he 
used to fix campers made from buses, and we saw 
of lot of the country in these “campers.”  

As far as hobbies, I enjoyed being creative taking 
an art class in painting in 1980 and loved it! I also 
did a lot of needlework and crocheting, starting 
when my mom taught me at age 10. 

As many others have said, I hope to see the 
church and Sunday School grow and continue for 
many years to come. Ω 

 Dorcas Guild Update 
 

The October 10 meeting of the Dorcas Guild 
began with a welcome by President Mary Jo 
Powelson. Linda Towle provided devotions, and all 
joined in “The Lord’s Prayer.” The minutes and the 
treasurer’s report were accepted.  

The food basket went to Bev Murdough and will 
go next to Evelyn Richard. The mystery package 
brought by Nancy Fogg was won by Reny Boyd.  

Our 2017 service projects: neck/head scarves, 
chemo totes and children’s totes were finalized. The 
items will be assembled at the Wednesday work 
group and then given to Linda Towle and Bev 
Murdough to distribute. The president asked the 
group to think about a project for 2018. 

Our Christmas Fair is Saturday, November 18, 
with setup November 15, 10 a.m. Men will be 
needed to assist in setting up tables and also getting 
items from storage. Gailann Newton will work the 
luncheon and the group voted that the Silent 
Auction will end when the fair ends, 2 p.m. 
November 18. Workers for the fair were tentatively 
selected and attendees were also reminded to 
prepare items for the bake table. 

The 2017 program booklet was passed around 
for members to update for the 2018 booklet.  

The president asked for volunteers to serve on a 
nominating committee for the Guild’s 2018 officers. 
Linda Towle and Elaine Coffey stepped forward. 

We enjoyed a time of fellowship and delicious 
refreshments courtesy of Linda and Evelyn.  

The next meeting is November 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
Hostesses are Corine Miller and Carolyn Davis. 
Consider bringing new socks for charity. Work 
group meets Wednesdays, 9-2 through Nov. 15. Ω 

 The Dorcas Guild offers its sincere thanks for 

all those who helped in any way for our 2017 
project of head/neck scarves, “chemo tote bags” and 
children’s tote bags. These items will go a long way 
in bringing comfort to the recipients. Thank you! Ω 

 Poinsettias     
 
 
  

 
        Baskets: The Sunday School will again assemble 

Thanksgiving baskets for local families. Watch the 
bulletin for more information. Last call, Nov.19. Ω 

Polishing the silver … 

Poinsettia Order Form 

First Congregational Church, Pittsfield, NH 03263 

Orders due by 11/5; delivery to church 12/6 

Name: _____________________________Phone:_________ 

Size and Number of Poinsettia Pots: 

6 ½ pot Single Plant: ________________ $10.00 each 

7 ½ pot Double Plant: _______________ $16.75 each 

8 ½ pot Triple Plant: ________________ $20.00 each 

Color: Red _________   White __________   Pink ________ 

This poinsettia order is for display in church __________ 

I will take this poinsettia order home_________ 

In honor/in memory:________________________________ 

Please make checks to: Friends of the Josiah Carpenter Library 



      

                       November 2017  

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 

 

 

 

1 
Dorcas Guild work 
group 10-2, vestry 

 

 “Serious Answers to 
Hard Questions” video 

series – 6:30 pm  

2 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:45 pm, vestry 

3 
 

4 
Turn clocks back  

one hour tonight–
daylight savings 

ends 

5 
Worship Service 10 am 

Holy Communion 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am – 

Potluck 

Last day to order poinsettias 

6 
 

7 
Infant & Toddler 

Diaper Pantry 9-11 am 
 

 

8 
Dorcas Guild work 
group 10-2, vestry 

Last call for Fair items 
 

“Serious Answers to 
Hard Questions” video 

series – 6:30 pm  

9 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:45 pm, vestry 

10 
 

11 
Veterans Day 

 

12 
Deacons’ Meeting 8:45 am 

Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

 

13 

 

14 
Men’s Breakfast 

8 am - Jitters Café  
 

 

Dorcas Guild Meets – 

6:30 pm – vestry 

15 
Dorcas Guild work 

group, fair setup  
10-2, vestry 

 

“Serious Answers to 
Hard Questions” video 

series – 6:30 pm  

  16 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:45 pm, vestry  

17 
  

 

   18  

Dorcas Guild 

Christmas 

Fair, Bake Sale, 

Silent Auction and 

Luncheon 

9 am – 2 pm 
Vestry/Pilgrim Room 

19 
Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

Dorcas Guild hosts 

JuBellation plays 

Last day for Thanksgiving 

baskets—Sunday School 

20 
 

 

21 
Infant & Toddler 

Diaper Pantry 9-11 am 
 

Grief Support Group 

11 am – Pastor’s Office 
 

Trustees’ Meeting 6 pm 

22 
 
 

Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Eve 
Service - 6:30 pm 

First Congregational 

23 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
 

No Rehearsals 

24  

 

25 

26 
Worship Service 10 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Fellowship Hour 11 am 

 

27 
Last day for 

Pittsfield Pilgrim 

news -- forward to 

Nella Hobson 

28 
 

Grief Support Group 

11 am – Pastor’s Office 

29 
“Serious Answers to 

Hard Questions” video 
series – 6:30 pm 

30 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

JuBellation Rehearsal 

7:45 pm, vestry 

  

 


